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his diocese.  Tlis vice and war are two great obstacles
to christianity, which cannot maintain itself in weak
minds amid such strong temptations. We all desire,
as did st. Francis Xavier, to see ourselves so far
away from the french with our beloved savages that
we may no longer have such stumbling-blocks. We
see in these savages the fine remains of human
nature which are entirely corrupted in -civilized
nations. Of all the 11 passions they experience two
only; anger is the chief one, but they are not carried
away to excess by it, even in war. Living in com-
mon, without disputes, content with little, guiltless
of avarice, and assiduous at work, it is impossible
to find people more patient, more hospitable, more
affable, more liberal, more moderate in their lan-
guage. In fine, all our fathers and the french who
have lived with the savages consider that life flows
on more gently among them than with us. The
faith, finding all these predispositions, makes aston-
ishing progress with them. They wish that they
had never seen any but the black gowns; and they
repeat this to the confusion of our french christians!
My occupation this year will be the same as during the
last — namely, that of proto-regent of Villemarie, with
12 or 15 pupils; and 1 teach mathematics to some
young men who are officers in the troops. On sun-
days we have our confessions, which keep us busy;
and on the first sunday of the month it is most often
I who preach. And although tke gentlemen of st.
Sulpice observe only certain outward relations with
us, nevertheless on the principal feasts we go with
them into the choir to hear the office, and chant
vespers, and even in the processions. Zhkere is an
agreement between them and us that we shall eack say a



